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USC Z4& Benjamin Lu, Sena Hiradate

In the last two
weeks of August, we
had the opportunity
to visit and observe
Showa University
School of Dentistry.

As the only two
first—year  student ,
representatives from the University of Southern
California in Los Angeles, we were overwhelmed by
everyone’ s kindness and hospitality. Aside from
sweltering heat, we felt right at home. During the first
week of our stay, we were introduced to some of the
current research being conducted at the university.
The information given to us was very interesting and
opened our eyes to the ground—breaking efforts being
made at Showa. In the second week, we had the
opportunity to observe several clinical departments,
which included pediatrics, orthodontics, radiology,
prosthodontics and periodontics. Every instructor we
interacted with demonstrated their vast reserve of
knowledge and showed willingness to communicate
that knowledge to us. The cultural exchange program
proved to be extremely beneficial for the both of us; it
enabled us to apply the learning gained from our PBL
cases to a clinical setting. We were also particularly
impressed with the collaborative efforts of specialists
supported by the school’s resources to offer
extensive treatment to cleft palate and lip patients. It
was obvious through the maintenance and routine oral
care offered at the dental hospital after the operative

procedure, that these
types of patients were in
very good hands. The
E radiology department was
also interesting to us; we
Wi -z 1= encountered  equipment
¢ i’ B that we had studied, but
& never had seen. In fact,
the facility was prepared to diagnose pathology
beyond the teeth, which we felt enabled for a more
comprehensive analysis, thereby contributing to
better a patient’ s systemic health. Overall, we were
extremely greatful for this opportunity and to the
Showa University professors, researchers, and
students for a memorable and enriching experience.
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