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USCZ=4  Jill Tetrick, Tracy D’ Antonio,
Payal Dholakiya

Before we embarked on our final year of dental school
at USC, we were given the opportunity to visit Showa
University School of Dentistry. After a long day of travel,
we were immediately greeted by what we came to know
as Japanese hospitality. The apartments that were
provided to us were wonderful and gave us a home away
from home.

During our two week stay at Showa, we were given a
glimpse of the life of a Japanese dental student. We
visited the university and were introduced to many
professors and the research projects that are currently
underway. We can see the value of the research being
done at Showa and how it will affect the future of
dentistry as a profession. We were also given a lesson in
head and neck anatomy, where we were very impressed
by the precise dissections.

In addition, we visited various departments at the
dental hospital. There we compared and contrasted the
different materials and methods used in the U.S. and
Japan with many professors and students. We were
given the opportunity to observe how each of the clinics
are run and to see the technology that is used on a daily
basis. One marked difference that we noticed and
thought was very interesting was that in Japan, dentists
are able to treat patients with dysphagia. In the U.S.,,
those generally seen by
pathologists and ear, nose and throat physicians.

Beyond the dental aspect of our trip, we were
overwhelmed with kindness and generosity by all of our
many hosts. Whether it be taking us to lunch, dinner or
around the city, the students and faculty introduced us
to Japanese culture as we would have not been able to
experience on our own. One highlight of our cultural
exchange was the international student presentations,

patients are speech

where we shared common experiences in dental
outreach projects. We are very thankful for our time
here and we leave with a better appreciation for
dentistry on a global scale. We hope to see some
students from Showa University at USC next spring, and
look forward to sharing our own culture with them.
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