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Hong Kong University Ng Wing Man

In late February 2012, I was given a opportunity to
have a short elective visit in School of Dentistry,
Showa University. When [ first arrived, | already felt
the warmth and care by the people here. A well
organized schedule had been made for me. Dormitory
and meal were being considered. What surprised me
most was that, the Dean came and spent time to
greet me in the midst of his busy time. These show
how staff in Showa University care for each exchange
student.The impressive point after observing different
clinics in Showa University is, how extensive the
different Dental Disciplines cover. Showa university
contains many departments that we do not have here
in Hong Kong, for example, Department of Oral
Rehabilitation, Department of Dental Anesthesia and
Department of Cosmetic Dentistry. I was given a
chance to observe all these departments. It is
interesting that in Hong Kong, Oral Rehabilitation
means Prosthodontics, but in Japan, it means treating
those patients with functional problems such as
dysphagia. It is my first time to see how dysphagia is
being diagnosed and the assessment of it. | was also
able to attend a talk on the screening, diagnosis and
management of dysphagia. This made me learnt a lot.

Last but not least, | was given a chance to have a
look on the famous robot, Showa Hanako, developed
by Showa University. In Japan, patients are generally
not so willing to be treated by dental undergraduate
students, so Showa University developed a robot to
cope with it. Showa Hanako can reproduce realistic
treatment situation, such as moving, coughing and
gagging. These provide a very realistic experience for
the student and will improve their confidence in
treating future patients. I think it would be a good idea
if Showa University can develop a English version of
Showa Hanako as soon as possible and sell it to
international markets for
the benefits of dental
students all around the

world.
Finally, T would like to
say the School of

Dentistry in Showa

University is really a
great dental school with
excellent facilities, skillful
and knowledgeable
teachers and enthusiastic

staff and students.
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