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- The popular historian

Poltical Scence

The following three chapters consider the figure of the historian in public, civic and
cultural life m order to begin to perceive what contnbuting factors there mught be

m a construction of understanding of, and engagement with — and consumption

of —‘the past’. The section as a whole analyses the status and representation of the
historian in culture in order to conceptualise the various ‘uses” of history. Ludmilla
Jordanova reminds us: “The past is essentially open-ended, and accounts of it are

public property, available for numerous uses. Recognising this should help historians

to see their own activities in a wider penspective and to raise broad questions about

Hep & Fam the practice of history”" Undentanding how the “historian’ themselves are articulated

“ enables a reflection upon the ways that the past i consumed, and opens up this

‘wider perspective’. Similarly John Tosh argues that popular culture *is only inci
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